February 28, 2023

S. 378
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 378, a bill to amend the
Camp Lejeune Justice Act of 2022 to ap-
propriately limit attorney’s fees.
S. 380
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 380, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to punish the dis-
tribution of fentanyl resulting in death
as felony murder.
S. 401
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
401, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to remove silencers
from the definition of firearms, and for
other purposes.
S. 431
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE) and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) were added as cosponsors
of S. 431, a bill to withhold United
States contributions to the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), and for other purposes.
S. 444
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 444, a bill to require any con-
vention, agreement, or other inter-
national instrument on pandemic pre-
vention, preparedness, and response
reached by the World Health Assembly
to be subject to Senate ratification.
S. 467
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 467, a bill to modify the
age requirement for the Student Incen-
tive Payment Program of the State
maritime academies.
S. 489
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 489, a bill to pro-
hibit any direct or indirect United
States funding for the territory of Gaza
unless certain conditions are met.
S. 505
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 505, a bill to amend section
212(d)(5) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to reform immigration
parole, and for other purposes.
S. 514
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) were added
as cosponsors of S. 514, a bill to award
posthumously the Congressional Gold
Medal to Constance Baker Motley, in
recognition of her enduring contribu-
tions and service to the United States.
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At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 15, a joint resolu-
tion disapproving the rule submitted
by the Department of Commerce relat-
ing to ‘“‘Procedures Covering Suspen-
sion of Liquidation, Duties and Esti-
mated Duties in Accord With Presi-
dential Proclamation 10414”’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. CRAMER):

S. 544. A bill to amend the Federal
Credit Union Act to provide a sunset
for certain ways in which credit unions
may be Agent members of the National
Credit Union Administration Central
Liquidity Facility; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to speak in support of the bipar-
tisan bill that I introduced today with
Senator CRAMER to help ensure the fi-
nancial stability of smaller credit
unions.

Congress created the Central Liquid-
ity Facility in 1978 to improve the gen-
eral financial stability of credit unions
by serving as a liquidity lender to cred-
it unions experiencing unusual or unex-
pected liquidity shortfalls.

Unfortunately, under current law,
smaller credit unions often do not have
access to this critical tool that could
help them address liquidity shortfalls,
especially amid higher interest rates.

That is why I am proud to introduce
this bipartisan legislation with Sen-
ator CRAMER to allow corporate credit
unions to buy Central Liquidity Facil-
ity capital stock for a chosen subset of
its members rather than all of its
members for the next 3 years. This
would provide greater flexibility for
smaller credit unions to use the Cen-
tral Liquidity Facility’s services.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
support of this bill to meet the needs of
our Nation’s 6,000 credit unions and the
communities they serve.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and
Mr. LUJAN):

S. 555. A Dbill to improve disaster as-
sistance programs of the Department
of Agriculture, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 555

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Livestock
Disaster Assistance Improvement Act of
2023,
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SEC. 2. EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PROGRAM.

Title IV of the Agricultural Credit Act of
1978 is amended by inserting after section
402B (16 U.S.C. 2202b) the following:

“SEC. 402C. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE EMERGENCY CONSERVATION
PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) ELIGIBILITY OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND
LocAL LAND USERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An agricultural producer
eligible to receive payments under sections
401 and 402 includes a person that—

‘“(A) holds a permit from the Federal Gov-
ernment to conduct agricultural production
or grazing on Federal land; or

‘“(B) leases land from a State or unit of
local government to conduct agricultural
production or grazing on that land.

‘“(2) EFrFECT.—Nothing in this subsection
authorizes the Secretary to make a payment
under section 401 or 402 to a State or unit of
local government.

‘“(b) PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.—Emer-
gency measures eligible for payments under
sections 401 and 402 include—

‘(1) new permanent measures, including
permanent water wells and pipelines; and

‘“(2) replacement or restoration of existing
emergency measures with permanent meas-
ures, including permanent water wells and
pipelines.

‘‘(c) STREAMLINING APPLICATION PROCESS.—

(1) WAIVER OF PUBLIC COMMENT.—During a
drought emergency, as determined by the
Secretary, the 30-day public comment period
required under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) shall
be waived with respect to an application to
carry out emergency measures under section
401 or 402 on land administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Land Management
(referred to in this subsection as the ‘Sec-
retary of the Interior’).

‘‘(2) ACCEPTANCE OF NRCS REVIEWS.—With
respect to an application to carry out emer-
gency measures under section 401 or 402 on
land administered by the Secretary of the In-
terior, the Secretary of the Interior may ac-
cept—

““(A) during a drought emergency, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, an archeological re-
view conducted by the Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, for purposes of an ar-
cheological review required to be conducted;

‘(B) an environmental review under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) conducted by the Sec-
retary, acting through the Chief of the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service, for
purposes of such an environmental review re-
quired to be conducted; and

‘(C) a review under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) con-
ducted by the Secretary, acting through the
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, for purposes of such a review re-
quired to be conducted.”.

SEC. 3. EMERGENCY FOREST RESTORATION PRO-
GRAM.

Section 407 of the Agricultural Credit Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2206) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (3) as paragraphs (3) through (5), re-
spectively;

(B) by inserting before paragraph (3) (as so
redesignated) the following:

‘(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means—

“‘(A) with respect to nonindustrial private
forest land, an owner of the nonindustrial
private forest land;

‘(B) with respect to Federal land, a person
that holds a permit from the Federal Gov-
ernment to conduct agricultural production
or grazing on the Federal land; and
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